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“LIFE FOR ME AIN’T BEEN
NO CRYSTAL STAIR”
Job 7:1-21
Job 7:1-2

1 "[Is there] not an appointed time to man upon earth? [are not] his days also like the days of an hireling?"
2 "As a servant earnestly desireth the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for [the reward of] his work:"
This verse sets the tone for the rest of chapter 7, where Job continues to lament his suffering and the hardships he is enduring. Many bible scholars believe he is battling depression. This sentiment is also codified in a 1922 poem by American writer and activist Langston Hughes entitled “Mother to Son.” The poem follows a mother speaking to her son about her life, which she says, “life for me ain't been no crystal stair.” She first describes the struggles she has faced and then urges him to continue moving forward. We know that it is God who determines how long each of us lives and the challenges that life entails. He allocates the amount of time He gives us to accomplish the things we have been assigned to do, as well. 
Job 14:1-2

1 Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble.

2 He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.
Job 14:13-14

13 O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me!

14 If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.
Every human life has a determined span, and within its duration, there are meaningful events for which we must make proper choices that have eternal consequences. Birth and death are perhaps the most significant, book-ending every person’s existence. There is an appointed time for every person upon the earth, often represented by the dash (-) on one’s tombstone.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2

1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;
Job 14:5 “Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass;”
Acts 17:26-28

26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:

28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.
Hebrews 9:27 “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:”

2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”
Job feels as though his life is a constant battle, and that he is working tirelessly with little to no reward, similar to a hireling. The servant was waiting until nightfall to rest. The hireling was waiting until payday. He was waiting to be paid for the Job that was finished. In a biblical context, a "hireling" refers to a person who works primarily for wages or personal gain, lacking genuine care or commitment to the people they serve. The term is often used in contrast to a "good shepherd," highlighting the hireling's self-interest and lack of dedication, particularly when facing adversity.
John 10:12 “But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.”
Job 7:3-4

3 "So am I made to possess months of vanity, and wearisome nights are appointed to me."
4 "When I lie down, I say, When shall I arise, and the night be gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day."
The months of vanity were speaking of months that accomplished nothing. The wearisome nights were speaking of pain and suffering that seemed to be magnified at night. Job was speaking of the nights that seemed never to end. He expresses his longing for the night to end and for the day to come, but finds himself tossing and turning until dawn. The Apostle Paul describes this in scripture as "beating the air" where Paul uses the analogy of a boxer not just striking the air but actually hitting a target, emphasizing the need for focus, discipline, and purposeful action rather than aimless effort. 

1 Corinthians 9:23-26

23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.

24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.

25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.

26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:

Job 7:5-7

5 "My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken, and become loathsome."
6 "My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope."
7 "O remember that my life [is] wind: mine eye shall no more see good."
Starting to lose hope, Job returned to his bitter complaint as he dealt with the agony of his boil-type disease. He had devalued his existence to a state of futility and worthlessness, referring to himself as a hired man and a slave (vv. 1-2) who had been given months of vanity (v. 3). He was suffering terribly (v. 5), and he viewed his short life as swifter than a weaver’s shuttle (v. 6). Consumed in misery, he believed he would not experience any benefits again (v. 7). His skin was so infected, that worms were in the sores. This was speaking of the disease being so bad that the sores ran with pus. His sores were so terrible that he had begun to hate his flesh. The weaver’s shuttle spins rapidly. This was saying that looking back over his life seemed like it had passed in a hurry. In comparison to his long, weary nights, his days were long. One day brought no more hope of a cure for his disease than the day before. The wind comes and goes, no one knows where. His days were like that, also. He did not know when this would all end. He did not know where this was leading. He was full of despair and believed that all of his good times were over.

Job 7:8-10

8 "The eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no [more]: thine eyes [are] upon me, and I [am] not."
9 "[As] the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth down to the grave shall come up no [more]."
10 "He shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more."
Job felt that he was near death. When death came, and they put him in the grave, he would not be seen again on the earth. Clouds appear for a moment in time, and then suddenly vanish away. Job believed his life was the same way. He had no hope of living again upon this earth. This is true of all who die upon the earth. The house you lived in, will be inhabited by the next generation. You will have no need for it anymore.

Job 7:11 "Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul."
Job had decided that since his life seemed to be so hopeless, he would complain. He had not previously revealed his bitter feelings. Now, he would open and reveal the hurt that he felt. Job felt deep anguish and bitterness, and he spoke honestly to God about his feelings to let out his frustrations. If we express our feelings to God, we can deal with them without exploding in harsh words and actions, possibly hurting ourselves and others. The next time strong emotions threaten to overwhelm you, express them openly to God in prayer. This will help you gain an eternal perspective on the situation and give you greater ability to deal with it constructively. 

Job 7:12 "[Am] I a sea, or a whale, that thou settest a watch over me?"
Job was not an animal or a sea that had no control over its life. He was a man with feelings. He was restrained as if he had no thoughts or feelings. He felt as if God had forgotten him. Although Job had lived a righteous life, he was beginning to doubt the value of living in such a way. By doing this, he was coming dangerously close to suggesting that God didn’t care about him and was not being fair. Later, God reproved Job for this attitude. Satan always exploits these thoughts to try to get us to forsake God. Our suffering, like Job’s, may not be the result of our sin, but we must be careful not to sin as a result of our suffering. 

Job 38:1-2

1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said,

2 Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?
Job 7:13-14

13 "When I say, My bed shall comfort me, my couch shall ease my complaint;"
14 "Then thou scarest me with dreams, and terrifiest me through visions:"
In the past, he had lain down at night and found peace and rest in his own bed. The sickness in his body would not even allow him to rest, when he lay down for the night. He had bad dreams that tormented him, even in his sleep. His visions were even of evil things.

Job 7:15 "So that my soul chooseth strangling, [and] death rather than my life."
He did not desire to live in this tormented state. Strangling was thought of as a disgraceful way of dying, but he would have even preferred that to living in this torment.

Job 7:16 "I loathe [it]; I would not live alway: let me alone; for my days [are] vanity."
Man does not live in this body forever. Job wanted to know why he could not just die now and cut the time short.

Job 7:17 "What [is] man, that thou shouldest magnify him? And that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him?"
At this point, Job did not have much regard for his own self. He could not imagine why God would love so wretched a creature as himself. Job was saying that man was so useless that he could not imagine why God would elevate him to be made in the image of God.

Job 7:18 "And [that] thou shouldest visit him every morning, [and] try him every moment?"
Job felt that he had fallen short of the expectations of God. Job was saying that man was under the eye of God every moment of every day. It seems that any weakness in man is tried. It is as if man is under inspection constantly. The problem is that Job had examined his past actions and could not find what he had done wrong. He thought that he had forgotten some sin he had committed, and that God was holding him responsible for that sin.

Job 7:19 "How long wilt thou not depart from me, nor let me alone till I swallow down my spittle?"
Job was asking God not to examine him every moment of every day. He did not want God to leave him. He just wanted God to not examine him quite as closely.

Job 7:20 "I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, O thou preserver of men? why hast thou set me as a mark against thee, so that I am a burden to myself?"
Job referred to God as a watcher or observer of humanity. He was expressing his feeling that God seemed like an enemy to him—someone who mercilessly watched him squirm in his misery. We know that God does watch over everything that happens to us, but we must never forget that he sees us with compassion, not merely with critical scrutiny. His eyes are eyes of love. Job realized that he had been singled out to mark. God had not revealed to him the challenge Satan had put before Him pertaining to Job. Notice, Job did not say what his sin was, because he did not know what the sin was. It is as if he was saying, "If I have sinned, I am sorry". I cannot go back and change the past. He was a burden to himself.

Job 7:21 "And why dost thou not pardon my transgression, and take away mine iniquity? for now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I [shall] not [be]."
Job was sure death was near. He wanted God to forgive him so that he could rest in peace when he died. Job knew that if he did sin, which he was not sure he did, God is a forgiving God. Job was saying that God would stop this chastisement sometime, but he would probably already be dead when He did stop it. This was a man in great despair.
QUESTIONS
1. The days of man on earth are ___________.
2. His days are like the days of a _________.
3. What is a hireling?
4. What were the months of vanity speaking of?
5. Why were the nights wearisome for Job?
6. In verse 5, we see that his flesh was clothed with _________.
7. Why was his life compared to the wind?
8. In verse 8, Job felts as if he was near ________.
9. Why had Job decided to complain?
10. Job did not desire to live in this ____________ state.
11. What questions did Job ask God in verse 17?
12. Job felt that he had fallen short of the __________ of God.
13. What had God not revealed to Job?
14. Why did Job not say what his sin was?
15. If Job had sinned, Job knew God is a ________ God.
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