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“GOD IS GREAT”
Psalms 48
{A Song [and] Psalm for the sons of Korah.}

Psalms 48:1 "Great [is] the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, [in] the mountain of his holiness."

This Psalm is sung in our churches now. There is no question in my mind that God is great. We could look up all the adjectives for greatness in all the world, and yet they still would not be able to tell of the greatness of the Lord. I could begin praising Him because He saved me. To go back to the beginning, I would have to praise Him for making the heavens, and the earth, and all the things in it. Then I would have to thank Him for creating me, and allowing me to live in His created world. You see, there would be no end to the things that I should praise Him for. Where should we praise Him? Everywhere. Even to look at all the beauties of nature could cause me to burst out in praise.

Psalms 48:2 "Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, [is] mount Zion, [on] the sides of the north, the city of the great King."

Zion, and the city of the great King, symbolize the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is a literal Zion, however, and it is in Jerusalem, the great city of God. This, like most Scripture, is possibly literal, as well as spiritual. Jerusalem is a very special city. Those of us who have been blessed to have seen it know of its magnificence. As far as God is concerned, it is the center of the earth. Everything measures from Jerusalem in the Bible.

Psalms 48:3 "God is known in her palaces for a refuge."

The wonderful thing, to me, is that I can call Him, my God. God is our refuge {hiding place}. These are the palaces that God has provided for His wn.

Psalms 48:4 "For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together."

It appears that this was earthly kings, that come and go. We, also, know that the kings of this earth are for but a while. They are not to be compared with the King {Jesus Christ} of all the earth.
Psalms 48:5 "They saw [it, and] so they marvelled; they were troubled, [and] hasted away."

These worldly people have come, and seen, and they realize that they are not living up to these standards, and they haste away. It is so strange, but many times we realize our shortcomings, when we see those who are living for God.

Psalms 48:6 "Fear took hold upon them there, [and] pain, as of a woman in travail."

The fear that overcame them was fear of being found out. The world has no one to look to for encouragement. They fear the things that might come upon them. This type of fear is more like terror. The following Scripture is a very good example of that type of fear. 
Luke 21:26 "Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken." 

This pain they felt was pain of guilt.

Psalms 48:9 "We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple."

We see believers thinking back on the lovingkindness of God. The temple is just a place that causes them to remember God. When we all meet together in church and begin to think on God, the first thing that comes to mind is His grace and mercy toward us. Perhaps, that is why many churches go in for the beautiful surroundings to worship in. Beauty brings on thoughts of God.
Psalms 48:10 "According to thy name, O God, so [is] thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness."

We have already mentioned in this study, how at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow. We, also, found out that it was not just in the earth, but in heaven and in the deep, as well. This just means that, along with the bowing of the knee in reverence is the praise. Every person will praise God. There will even be praises and adoration in heaven. Thy right hand is Jesus Christ. He is righteousness.

Psalms 48:11 "Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments."

Mount Zion is symbolic of the church. There is much rejoicing in the church of the Lord Jesus at this. This is speaking of physical and spiritual Israel rejoicing at the judgments of the Lord. All who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ will be judged righteous, because we have put on the righteousness of Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:21 (KJV) 
21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Psalms 48:12 "Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof."

This is a glorious walk around the church to take another look at the wonderful workings of the Lord in the church. The towers of the church point a finger to heaven. Perhaps, this is saying, inspect and see if it still points to heaven and God.

Psalms 48:13 "Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell [it] to the generation following."

Bulwarks, in the verse above, means entrenchment. This was built to protect. Notice, the protection around the church that you might tell it to future generations.

Psalms 48:14 "For this God [is] our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide [even] unto death."

This is the real God. We must never forget who God is. He never changes, and our belief in Him must never change either. He will walk with us even unto death. 
Questions

1. Quote Psalms chapter 48 verse 1.

2. How did the author express just how great God is?
3. What do Zion and the city of our great King symbolize?
4. From what city does everything in the Bible measure?
5. What is a refuge?
6. Why did they haste away after seeing the city?
7. What was their fear compared to in verse 6?
8. Why do some churches have beautiful surroundings?
9. According to thy _____, O God so is thy praise.
10. Who is Righteousness?
11. Why will all who believe in Christ be judged righteous?
12.  "For this ________[is] our ______ for _____ and _____: he will be our ____ [even] unto death."
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