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“LEARN TO LISTEN BEFORE YOU SPEAK”
Job 18:1-21
Job 18:1 "Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said,"
Bildad the Shuhite was clearly disturbed by Job’s defense. After Eliphaz, Bildad is the second of Job’s friends to speak. Bildad’s perspective is that Job should repent of his wrong. If Job repents, according to Bildad, all the material things he had lost will be restored
Job 8:5-6

5 If thou wouldest seek unto God betimes, and make thy supplication to the Almighty;

6 If thou wert pure and upright; surely now he would awake for thee, and make the habitation of thy righteousness prosperous. 

Bildad’s second speech, here in Chapter 18, focuses on the theme that God punishes the wicked. His logic is that, since Job is being punished, he must have done something wrong. Bildad’s and his friends’ speeches are an example of how people often view suffering from a human perspective and assume that suffering is always the result of doing something wrong. In the end, Bildad and company discover that God had allowed Job to suffer as part of His divine plan and that Job was not to blame for his trials.
1 Peter 3:14-15

14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

Bildad’s second speech was really no different from his first except that it was harsher (as was Eliphaz’s). When we face difficulties, pain, and suffering, we can expect well-meaning “Bildads” to come along, quoting proverbs and giving advice and not really listening to us or identifying with our pain. Rather than seeking to understand, they give unhelpful, trite answers. When receiving this useless advice, listen politely. “Learning to listen before you speak” means actively listening to another person before responding. It emphasizes understanding the other person's perspective and message before forming your own thoughts or opinions. This approach enhances communication, builds trust, and can lead to more effective and meaningful interactions. Then, in order to sort out the helpful advice from the empty words, talk to God about what was said. When giving advice, avoid empty words. It is more important to convey care and support than to worry about saying the right thing. 
James 1:19-20

19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:

20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.
Job 18:2 "How long [will it be ere] ye make an end of words? mark, and afterwards we will speak."

Bildad was very angry at the things that Job had said about his friends. Bildad said some of the cruelest things that had been said up until this point. He was saying that Job talked too much. In other words, "Why don't you hush defending yourself"? Do you expect the world to stop just because you’re moaning about your situation?” He accused Job of tearing himself as a child does when he is having a temper tantrum. He said that Job actually wanted God to change the forces of nature to suit him. He accused Job of wanting to be the center of attention. He had waited impatiently for Job to finish so he could speak. "Mark", in the verse above, means consider or not so politely “shut up”. 
Job 18:3 "Wherefore are we counted as beasts, [and] reputed vile in your sight?"
Bildad questions Job's perception of him and his friends. Bildad asks, "Why are we regarded as cattle, as stupid in your sight?". Bildad's question is meant to highlight the injustice he feels from Job's perspective, emphasizing the depth of Job's anger and frustration. Bildad is essentially saying, “You’ve insulted our intelligence!” Job had every right to speak of these so-called comforters as miserable, ungodly, and wicked. It would have been better, if they had just stayed home. Perhaps, God allowed them to come and do this, so Job's fighting spirit would be stirred up.
Job 18:4 "He teareth himself in his anger: shall the earth be forsaken for thee? and shall the rock be removed out of his place?"

Bildad accused Job of tearing himself as a child does when he is having a temper tantrum. He said that Job actually wanted God to change the forces of nature to suit him. He accused Job of wanting to be the center of attention.

Job 18:5 "Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put out, and the spark of his fire shall not shine."

Bildad began to speak of all the horrible things that await the wicked man. He thought Job was a very wicked man. Bildad was saying here, that all the splendor and blessings that had come to Job had been taken away because of his sin. He said that Job's fire and light had been put out. Job would not shine any more.

Job 18:6 "The light shall be dark in his tabernacle, and his candle shall be put out with him."

This darkening of the light of Job was extended to his family. It was saying the Light of the LORD would no longer be in any of Job's descendants.
Job 18:7 "The steps of his strength shall be straitened, and his own counsel shall cast him down."

Job had great wealth and had controlled a wide area, before all of this calamity fell on him. Bildad said that Job would be in an isolated place where he could take only a few steps forward. He, also, said that Job would no longer have any influence on anyone.

Job 18:8 "For he is cast into a net by his own feet, and he walketh upon a snare."

Bildad said that Job brought all of this upon himself by his sin. He was snared in the net he had set for others.
Job 18:9-10

9 "The gin shall take [him] by the heel, [and] the robber shall prevail against him." 

10 "The snare [is] laid for him in the ground, and a trap for him in the way."

A "gin" is a metallic sheet pounded thin, or a spring. This was speaking of a trap that was set at night to catch robbers and thieves. They would be held tight until morning when they would be apprehended. Verse 10 is speaking of the two types. One above ground and one that was like a pit.
Job 18:11 "Terrors shall make him afraid on every side, and shall drive him to his feet."

This was just saying that he had no peace of mind. Even imagined terrors made him very afraid, and caused him to run away.
Job 18:12 "His strength shall be hungerbitten, and destruction [shall be] ready at his side."

He would be hungry and have no food to eat. His strength had waxed away. When a person does not eat, he becomes very weak. This leads to total destruction.

Job 18:13 "It shall devour the strength of his skin: [even] the firstborn of death shall devour his strength."

This was just saying that the muscles of his body withered away. This was speaking of Job's disease, which they thought would automatically lead to Job's death.

Job 18:14 "His confidence shall be rooted out of his tabernacle, and it shall bring him to the king of terrors."

Bildad wished the worst for Job, because he thought he was such an evil man. The tabernacle, here, could be speaking of the home of Job, which would generally have been a safe place. The “king of terrors” is a figure of speech referring to death. Bildad viewed death as a great devourer, but the Bible teaches that God has the power to devour even death. If the prospect of dying scares you, remember your faith and the promises of Christ. He told his disciples they would be with him forever in his Father’s house, and this includes you if you have chosen to follow him.

Psalm 49:15 “But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me. Selah.”

Isaiah 25:8 “He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it.”
John 14:1-3

1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

1 Corinthians 15:54-56

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 

Job 18:15 "It shall dwell in his tabernacle, because [it is] none of his: brimstone shall be scattered upon his habitation."

"It" would make you think this was speaking of the terrors. He was saying that Job's own house would be inhabited by terror. He was saying that God would rain down brimstone on Job's house for Job's sin.
Job 18:16 "His roots shall be dried up beneath, and above shall his branch be cut off."

It appears, that Bildad was speaking of Job's ancestors being forgotten, and him not having any children to be his branches. We read of the tree which had no water at its roots drying up and dying.
Job 18:17 "His remembrance shall perish from the earth, and he shall have no name in the street."

Bildad was predicting that Job would not be remembered by anyone. We can tell that Bildad was speaking lies. Job was one of the best remembered people in the Bible. We can easily see, from this, how false Bildad's predictions were.

Job 18:18 "He shall be driven from light into darkness, and chased out of the world."

Job was not dreading death, as Bildad thought. Job would have welcomed death. Bildad was saying death would be forced upon Job.
Job 18:19 "He shall neither have son nor nephew among his people, nor any remaining in his dwellings."

At the moment that Bildad said this, it appeared that this part of his condemnation of Job might come true. Job's children were dead. Job had no idea that God would restore his children.

Job 18:20 "They that come after [him] shall be astonied at his day, as they that went before were affrighted."

This may be the first indication of why Bildad attacked Job so harshly. He was frightened of the same fate coming to him, if he took the part of Job. Job is an astonishment to all generations.

Job 18:21 "Surely such [are] the dwellings of the wicked, and this [is] the place [of him that] knoweth not God."

Bildad said the reason he said all of this was to show Job what came to those who knew not God. He believed that Job was chief among sinners. He believed that Job deserved all of this punishment and even more, because he was not of God.

QUESTIONS
1. What was Bildad disturbed about?
2. His logic is that, since Job is being _________, he must have done something ________. 
3. What does “Learning to listen before you speak” mean?
4. What did "mark", in verse 2, mean?
5. What did Job have every right to call his friends?
6. What did Bildad accuse Job of doing in verse 4?
7. Who was the darkness of the Light extended to in verse 6?
8. What are the two types of traps in verse 10?
9. Verse 11 was saying that Job had no ________ of ______.
10. They thought Job's illness would automatically lead to ________.
11. What was the tabernacle, in verse 14, speaking of?
12. In verse 16, the roots were whom?
13. In the same verse, who was the branch?
14. Bildad was predicting that Job would not be _________.
15. In verse 21 Bildad believed that Job was chief among _________.
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