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CAN A MAN BE PROFITABLE UNTO GOD?
Job 22:1-15
Job 22:1 "Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said," 

Eliphaz was the first Job’s three friends and would-be comforters speak. In his third and final speech Eliphaz the Temanite blasts Job with his most vicious attack. Eliphaz had begun another ruthless attack of Job. He is an example of someone responding with the world’s wisdom to suffering. It made sense to Eliphaz that suffering was the consequence of sin and that, if a person suffered, he was being punished by God. However, Eliphaz was wrong. Job’s life is a clear example of how sometimes the innocent suffer. God can use suffering as part of His divine plan to strengthen a believer’s life and to change the lives of others for His glory.
Job 22:2 "Can a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may be profitable unto himself?"
This verse opens with a question that challenges the idea of human beings being able to contribute anything of real value to God. God does not look to man to profit Him in any way. Man has nothing that is worthy of giving God, except his love and faithfulness. However, Job and all who suffer for righteousness’s sake are profitable (value) to God.

1 Timothy 4:8 “For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.”
2 Timothy 4:11 “Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.”
Titus 3:8 “This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.”
Philemon 1:10-11
10  I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds: 
11  Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me:
Job 22:3 "[Is it] any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous? or [is it] gain [to him], that thou makest thy ways perfect?"

Job's friend was insinuating that Job was depending on his own righteousness. He thought that Job wanted to be perfect to assist God. This had never been what Job had said, or even implied. Job knew the righteousness that he had, had been given to him by God. He knew that he was not perfect in himself but declared perfect by God.

Job 1:1 “There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.” 
Job 1:8 “And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?”
Job 2:3 “And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.”
Job 22:4 "Will he reprove thee for fear of thee? will he enter with thee into judgment?"

Eliphaz would not accept the fact that anyone would suffer the things that Job had suffered, if it was not a reproof from God for the evil he had done. He kept on telling Job that this suffering was a judgement on him from God.

Job 22:5 "[Is] not thy wickedness great? and thine iniquities infinite?"

The answer to that is no. Job's wickedness was not great. In fact, quite the opposite. Many ministries today try to relate problems Christians are having with sins in their lives. This book proves beyond a shadow of doubt, that problems that come to Christians are not always because of sin. Sometimes, Satan is afraid of the good example the Christian is leading in their community, and tries to stop him, before he wins others to Christ by example.
1 Peter 5:8-10
8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 
9  Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 
10  But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

Job 22:6 "For thou hast taken a pledge from thy brother for nought and stripped the naked of their clothing."

Eliphaz accuses Job of abusing his power and wealth by taking unnecessary pledges from his brothers (or fellow citizens) and stripping them of their clothing, leaving them vulnerable. This is presented as a form of oppression and cruelty towards the poor. This had to be a custom of the land long before the law of Moses was given. A person could hardly afford to pledge his clothing, which kept his body from the harsh temperatures he lived in. Of course, this was a lie. Job had not done this. Human decency, besides the teachings of God, would not allow a person to do such a thing.

Job 22:7 "Thou hast not given water to the weary to drink, and thou hast withholden bread from the hungry."

Eliphaz had thought up some of the evilest things he could think of, and that was what he accused Job of. Of course, his accusations were untrue.

Job 22:8 "But [as for] the mighty man, he had the earth; and the honourable man dwelt in it."

Verse 8 highlights the contrast between this powerful individual and the less fortunate, suggesting a situation where the powerful take advantage of the less powerful. Job was being accused, here, of being a respecter of persons. Eliphaz was, also, calling Job the mighty man. Much of what he said to Job was from his jealousy.
Job 22:9 "Thou hast sent widows away empty, and the arms of the fatherless have been broken."

We will find, of all the accusations that Eliphaz made, Job would find the sending of the widows away was the most offensive to him. He had done exactly the opposite. The last of that was an accusation that he made the fatherless even more weak than they had been. Perhaps, Eliphaz was judging Job on his own failures.

Job 22:10-11

10 "Therefore, snares [are] round about thee, and sudden fear troubleth thee;" 

11 "Or darkness, [that] thou canst not see; and abundance of waters cover thee."

Verse 10 suggests that Job is surrounded by dangers and anxieties, which Eliphaz interprets as divine punishment for Job's supposed misdeeds. Job did fear God, but not for the reasons Eliphaz mentioned. Job feared that he might have unknowingly displeased God. It did seem as if Job was living in darkness and was covered over with water from his tears. This darkness was brought on by Satan, and not God.

Job 22:12 "[Is] not God in the height of heaven? and behold the height of the stars, how high they are!"

Eliphaz declared that Job’s view of God was too small, and he criticized Job for thinking that God was too far removed from earth to care about him. If Job knew of God’s intense, personal interest in him, Eliphaz said, he wouldn’t dare take his sins so lightly. Eliphaz had a point—some people do take sin lightly because they think God is nonexistent or far away and doesn’t notice all we do. But his point did not apply to Job. This verse suggests that Job is surrounded by dangers and anxieties, which Eliphaz interprets as divine punishment for Job's supposed misdeeds. Eliphaz was indignant that Job was not only guilty of terrible sins, but that he committed them in defiance of the God who is in heaven. Yes, God is in the high heaven, but he is everywhere. He is omnipresent. He is everywhere all at the same time.
Job 22:13 "And thou sayest, How doth God know? can he judge through the dark cloud?"

The unrighteous view God as being detached and uninterested in human affairs, so that they can conduct their underhanded business without fear of divine retribution. Job was fully aware that God knew everything that happened in the darkest place. He was not trying to hide his sins. He knew it would have been impossible to hide them from God, even if he had something to hide, which he did not. 

Job 22:14 "Thick clouds [are] a covering to him, that he seeth not; and he walketh in the circuit of heaven."

Given what Eliphaz saw as Job’s wanton contempt for God’s power and justice, he warned Job that the One who walks on the vault of heaven, that is, God. This is just not true. God is spoken of as the "All Seeing Eye". There is no darkness great enough to hide from God. The Light of God can penetrate the darkest place. Eliphaz was making a lot of untrue statements.
Job 22:15 "Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden?" 

Eliphaz was accusing Job of walking on that wide path that evil men in the past had walked. He believed Job would walk there to his own destruction. The "Old Way" is one of wickedness and that those who follow it often face destruction. This phrase refers to the path of evil and ungodliness that wicked people have followed throughout history. The "Wicked Men" highlights that these are people who have walked this path and, by extension, suggests that Job is considering or is already on a similar path. Eliphaz's question is rhetorical, challenging Job to consider if he will continue in this destructive way or choose a different path.
QUESTIONS
1. God does not look to man to ________ Him.
2. The only thing man has to give to God, is his ________ and his ____________.
3. What was Job's friend insinuating in verse 3?
4. What did Job know about himself, that was the opposite of what Eliphaz said?
5. What did Eliphaz keep on telling Job about the problems he was having?
6. What 2 sins did Eliphaz specifically mention in verse 6?
7. What 2 additional sins did he mention in verse 7?
8. Who was the mighty man, in verse 8, supposed to be?
9. Job did fear God, but not for the __________ Eliphaz mentioned.
10. The darkness that seemed to surround Job was from __________ and not from _______.
11. Where did Eliphaz say that God is?
12. Can God judge through the dark cloud?
13. _________ ________ are a covering to Him.
14. Where did Eliphaz believe that God walked?
15. What did Eliphaz believe about the path that Job was walking?

1
Page 3 of 3

